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sought Annadurai's help. Annadurai and the DMK had also
bargained with such persons on the terms for such support.
It is hardly surprising that the DMK chose as its leader Annadurai,
a man with so feeble a sense of social and political integrity that he
would stoop to exploit all sorts of weaknesses to promote his own
cause and that of the Kazhagam___
How can I forget that in the spheres of art, literature, language,
and economics as well as in the social arena where all of them meet,
the positions taken by Annadurai were of such a low quality as to
appeal only to the ignorant and the rude?
Of course, Annadurai showed a willingness after a certain point,
to jettison policies that he had earlier espoused. But he cannot be
given any credit for this attitude. When an idea is wrong it should,
of course, be discarded. This is commonly done both by the common
people and learned persons. But the man of low intelligence will
again get tangled up in a new mistake. Throughout his life Annadurai
was making newer and newer mistakes. Having falsehood and
pretentiousness as his political capital, Annadurai did not even set
forth the truth about himself in the form of a last will and testament.
Pandit Nehru wrote out his last will and testament ten years before
his death. Karl Marx and Frederick Engels who called themselves
atheists wrote their wills. Everything that Mahatma Gandhi wrote
was the testament of his life. How can I, who respect such men,
extend similar respect to Annadurai?
In a humanistic and respectful sense I too feel saddened by
Annadurai's death as in the case of any death. I would like even an
enemy to live long and to meet defeat at my hands. It is not at all
agreeable to me that he should escape from me through death.
Enemies must be defeated, not destroyed. With God as my witness,
I say that their destruction by dire disease or horrendous accidents
is not at all acceptable to me. To see gain in such destruction and to
gloat over it is barbarous----
You understand these truths even as I do. But whether out of
generosity or inability to speak you remain silent The enemies of
society exploit both that death and the silence. Even the newspaper
that I started has been wailing over Annadurai. I now experience the
cruel punishment of not having a paper of my own----
I spoke in such fashion for over an hour at that meeting. In several
subsequent meetings I engaged in frenzied criticism of Annadurai.